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EN ROCK legend
Steve Miller heard Tom
Montgomery and his

hand, MonTango, for the st
time, his reaction was nothing
short of scatatic,

“You were magnificent,” he
todd Mon v after o concert
ot the Bohemisn Club in San
Francisco, where Millsr is &
member. “What & great night.”

Milter wes 50 enthrealled with
MonTange's interpretation of
Argenting tango that he pro-
duced the snsemble's first two
CDs at his Sun Valley, Idaho,
recording studio. The second
MeonTengo album, “Hecuerdn,”
will be relessed July & at the
group's first-ever concert in
Moarin County.

In its rafatively brief existence,
Merimn-tased MonTango has be-
ctime & quist sensation among

An aflair
with fango

musicians and music insiders.
Like Miller — whom Mont-
gomery calls “our guiding light”
— Maurin rock singer Huey
Lewins, winery chisf executive
Miechael Mondavi, and Grammy-
winuing armanger Gene Puerling
of San Ansslmo are fans of the
MeonTange troupe — six musi-
clans and o paie of dencers,

“Qur comeerts are like a theater
piece,” Montgomery sabd one
morning in the mimic room of his
Marinwood home. "We have
never performed when we
haven't gotten & standing ova-
tion. Tango is serious music, im-
presshs musie. It may be musie
that speaks especintlly Lo musi-

PaTTa

It certainly spoke loud and
clear to him. A sophisticsted Bay
Area planiat with roots in classi-
cal music and jazz, Monigomery
wua captivated when he sow the
Broadway show “Forever Tango"
in 1896 end became enamored of
the work of the lste composer
Astor Piagzolla,

“Tt thrilled me that all the

pigces | likad wers by him," he re-
courrte. *] was like somenne from
enother country discovering
Miles Davia. [ fell in love with the
musie. I eaid, ‘T want to atudy
miﬂ_ "

That turned out to be easier
suld than done. When Mont-
gomery set out to find Plazzolln’s
published music, he wos sta “lod
tn discover that thers wmsn't any
b had. Nobody in musicstores
had even heard of Pingzolla, That
set off A determined quest that
led Montgomery to the Argen-
tinean Embassy in Waahington,
D.C., which referred him to a
cumposer in Buenos Aires, who
put him intouch with Fiszzolla's
relatives. At the end of the trail,
Montgomery come upen a ]ﬂ?ﬂ
quagmire that has engulfed Pia-
inlia's estate since he died unex-
pectedly in 1982 of a masaive
stroka, leaving behind sx-wives,

See MonTnngo, page C2
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collabormtors and eonfusion.

“Mobody knew who owned the
maugie, and hig estate remaing in
disarray and dizpute,” Mont-
pumery said.

Tha upshot wes that Mant-
gonzery couidn't pry the written
compositions from Piazzolla’s
heirs. In resignation, he did the
anly thing he could under the eir-
pumstances: He began the
patnataking process of transerib-
ing the pieces note {for note from
the recordings that were svailable
nt the time.

I put on the headphones and
giarted to write it down,” he said,
1 1.&;&5:2115 and | atill

Al

Thet fabor-intoname tnsk was
hardly the end of Montgomery's
grduous journey into the soul of
the music. Mext, he decided to
tearn to play the bandonedn, Bn
soevirthon-like instriment that is
‘the mournful woice of tango,
Again, it was more than he har-
gained for, He ordered @ bandn-
namm from & company in Berling,
ane of the few places that make
them. [L arrived on Valentine's
Dray,

“1 thought it would be oy litths
swesthenrt, but it's not,” he anid,
explaining that the convaluted
fingering i counter-intuitive and
unlike other instruments. *I've
averdged three hours a day of

ractice for 8 vear and & half to

{e play it and it's not ames -

al for me to practice five or six
bewrs & day. "

Paying such dues hnsput asolid
foundation under MonTango, a
family affair that includes Mont-
pomery'sguitarist son, Matt, 18,8
musicinn and composer who at-
{ends the California [nstituts of
the Aris; his violinist daughter,
Vanessa, 23, a gradunte of the San
Franeisce Symphony Youth Or-
chestra; and his wife, Georgla, a
juze vocalist who has come to
share hee hushand's passion for
fEngn,

A= B jETE FINERr, SNEE ACCUE-
Imed {o singing behind the beat,
In tango, conversely, the voealist
le=ds tlre wemy "It's toksn e 8o
ey hoirs of i and gots

IF YOU GO

Man Tango will celabrate the re-
Iease of its naw CD, “Aecuerdn,” al s
dehut Marin concert at 8 p.m, Satur-
day, July B, at the Marin Theatre Com-
pany in Mill Valiay, 397 Miller Ava. The
shwaiw B3 3 benefit for ihe nonpealit
TangoAnts Education Fendation,
Tickets, at $22_ are ti-deductible.
Call 479-6527 for resarvations, Fur-
ther intormation is availabis onlineg al
WIWW. montanga, com

ting the feel,” she saye, “1t started
s an acatemic study, then 1 got
bit. It surpriged me, [ love it so
mch.”

The new album, "Hecuerda™
(“Remembronee”), is dedicated
o thee memory of Pinceolla, on the
1itth anniversary of his death. It
includes several ol his pieces, s
well s music by other Argentine
composers and a new composi-
tion by Montgomery's son, Matt,

Soft-spoken and retiring,
Montgomery is an urbane misi-
cimn who's as romfortable with
Hindermith as heis with Osenr Pe-
tersom and Bill Evans, He and
Georgin performed together for
aix yearsaf the Topof the Mark in
San Francisco as a jaiz duo,
They've taursd Eurape and Asia
and have written muaic for net-
work televizion. Jaxz pave the
mortgnge, but tango has beonme
their ohaession,

Born in the mid-19th century
among the working classes of
Buenos Aires, the music, liks the
dance, Is intricsts and somplex,
despite ite humble origing. Mont-
gomery likene it to chamber
mizdie. But for him the attraction
in more visceral than cershral

*Tango has ita feet in the dirt,
in the sail, in the people,” he said.
“The lyrics are so universally sad.
The thing that pulls peopls into it
is the depth of emotion. It's
unaehamedly romantic —it
makes no excieses for that. [t all
about hemuty and longing, It faces
the sadress of Tife. It wys, Yeah,
lifeissad Bt s aled basutifol ™




